Effects of some natural products as components of Chinese herbal medicines on mammary gland growth and function in mice.
As a possible step to evaluate the role in the mammary glands of the scales of Guanshanjia, the fruits of Lulutong and the seeds of Wangbuliouxing, which are the natural products used widely as the components of herbal medicine in China for the improvement of lactation and the therapy of breast disorders, the effects of these agents on mammary gland growth and function were studied in female mice. The chronic administration of each agent in drinking water improved several parameters; however, the mode of action differed markedly among agents. The results indicate the necessity of acquiring enough knowledge of the characteristics of each agent for the efficient prescription of herbal medicine as well as the single use of the agent.